CONDITION INDEXES AS AN
INDICATION OF
SHELLFISH QUALITY



=~ Length-whole weight, Whole weignt-shell depth ete.

~ Plumpness, genera! health, quality characteristic



WHAT MAKES A GOOD INDEX?
A

A



Weight
(Length)®

X10,000




C - Shell Thickness
= 0.5 x[ Shellwidth + ShellLength]

_ DryWt x1,000
"N Whole Wt. - Shell Wt.




USEFULNESS OF EXISTING
INDEXES

A Developed from wild A Accurate and useful for
Intertidal oysters meat indexing

A Developed in Japan where A Difficult to conduct in the
large oysters are valued field (Need for dry weight)
(Above 50 1 n ARHfdsBdborate drying

A Likely not appropriate for procedure and drying oven

half-shell market

$1,000-5.000



QUALITY FEATURES OF
ALASKAN OYSTERS

A A
+ Large medium, small,
extra small
A A
+ Meat quantity, and A

husbandry practice,
shelf life etc.

A Firm shell edge with
minimal fragments



ENORMOUS VAIABILITY



Dry Wt x 1,000

o T Whole WE. - Shell WL
hole Wt. - Shell W.




